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On behalf of our Parish Priest, Father Thien, the Teaching Staff and myself, we
thank you for this opportunity to introduce St Francis de Sales Catholic Primary
School to you.

It is the role of the school and the home to assist in ensuring children experience
a positive start to primary school. The transition represents a big time of
changes for children and families as they leave a familiar setting.

Our highly professional and motivated staff strive to meet the educational and
welfare needs of all students. Teachers provide quality learning opportunities to
help all students achieve their full potential.

It would be our privilege to have the opportunity of sharing your child’s journey
through Primary School and fulfilling the important task of your child’s
educational needs so that they may continue to grow and develop into the
future.

To assist you in your selection process, we have set out Key Information about
St Francis De Sales in this Handbook.

We will be holding a series of Enrolment Information Evenings, School Open
Day Tours and Open Library (Story Time) Sessions. Details of these sessions
can be found in this Handbook.

Our Enrolment Information Session, School Open Day Tours and Open Library
(Story Time) Sessions are a great opportunity for you and your child, to see our
school and students in their school day routine along with our facilities.

John Rudd, Principal




Our History

St Francis de Sales was established in 1961 by the Sisters of Charity to serve
OPENING the Oak Park Community. The school was named after St Francis de Sales who
DAY was dedicated to the church and demonstrated how to live the everyday life in

the image of Christ. He was a model of holiness and lived a life that was amiable
SOUVENIR and friendly which continues to be reflected in our community today.

The school was housed in 4 classrooms situated alongside the Parish Church.
The school now consists of eleven classrooms, a library, parish hall, and a
staffroom and work area for teachers.

= : In 2010, we undertook a major building project, adding a new, state of the art
‘; educational wing comprising of a library, amphitheatre, resource/ planning
space and three large, dynamic, flexible learning spaces. We are always looking

to maintain and develop our grounds and facilities to provide the most positive

= learning environments we can for our students. In 2019 we have 12 classes
s - consisting of 2 classes of Grade Prep, 4 Grade 1/2s, 3 Grade 3/4s and 3 Grade

ST FRANCIS DE SALES, SEBTEMBER S/6s.
OAK PARK THE 3rd, 1961

Our Vision and Values

St Francis de Sales is a community working in partnership to nurture the values and
traditions of the Catholic faith in a welcoming environment.

= L Our motto is ‘Love and Truth’

We give witness to our motto by opening our hearts and minds to the truth of God'’s love.

At St Francis de Sales we:

Celebrate the faith journey of each individual through
participation in a Christ centered education.

s oS sa ‘ 0 Provide a broad curriculum to members of the school community so that they become
‘ B SRR AR lifelong learners able to meet the challenges of a rapidly changing world.
; “ o= — 4 Create a safe, supportive environment where mutual respect
T o | | is maintained and diversity is celebrated.
-] o :/ A"—E ) "L‘ \ N’“-! Foster a sense of belonging through strong relationships and open communication.
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,L‘_‘»‘ N Have shared leadership which supports all learners.

D) QA LESE St Francis de Sales believed:

= 7 - g Have patience with all things but first with yourself.
"h— r‘a ‘p“" ; Never confuse your mistakes with your value as a human being.

= e You're a perfectly valuable, creative, worthwhile person simply because you exist.
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St Francis de Sales School is dedicated to continuing his vision.
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SFdS Behaviour Purpose Statement

At St Francis de Sales we can bloom where we are planted and can be the best we can be.
We are Safe, Kind, Responsible and Proud.

We are ready to learn.

A sense of belonging

St Francis de Sales Catholic Primary School fosters a stimulating and creative learning environment where children help
to shape their own learning. Every student is an individual and we teach individually in small groups with attention to
each student’s needs by fostering:

Positive attitudes to learning
Self-motivation

Academic excellence
Leadership Skills

Social and Cooperative skills

A sense of Community

St Francis de Sales has an overwhelming sense of community where students, staff and parents work together to create
a fulfilling learning environment where each student has a strong sense of belonging.

Parents are an invaluable resource to our school and are invited to become involved in many aspects of school life.

Religious Education Program

Our Religious Education Program is the cornerstone and heart of the school and all other aspects of the curriculum are
taught in relation to Gospel values. Our program gives each student the opportunity to grow in faith and celebrate in the
Catholic Tradition.

Through our Religious Education program the students come to know the tradition and the facts of our faith. We do this
by way of sequential teaching and learning activities, utilising contemporary learning practices such as Godly Play. We
celebrate through prayer, sacramental and liturgical events. Such activities are evident through prayerful worship and
within the daily life of the school. We live within the Catholic Tradition supporting an environment of welcome, mutual
respect and inclusivity where students are actively encouraged to support the values of Social Justice and the Gospel.

Our Religious Education Leader is, Mrs Kathleen Morrison.
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Curriculum

From Prep to Year 4 the curriculum at St Francis de Sales focuses on developing the fundamental knowledge, skills and
behaviours in literacy and numeracy and other areas including physical and social capacities which underpin all future
learning.

In Years 5 and 6 students build on these foundations. An expanded curriculum program provides the basis for in depth
learning within and across all subject areas.

Digital Technology

SFdS believes that best practice in education includes the use of learning technology to support learning. As such we
are committed to using digital technology to help to develop future focused competencies and skills sets that will serve
and support our students in their future.

Digital technology is used across the curriculum with the school following the Victorian Curriculum Digital Technology
scope and sequence of learning.

Some of the highlights of our digital technology program include:

o 1 to 1 Laptop program from Grades 3-6

o Pods of iPads used to support learning in Junior school

e Digital Display technology in every classroom

e Applied Digital Technology as a specialist subject incorporating coding, robotics, programing, computational
thinking and general computer skills

e S.T.E.M. and S.T.E.A.M. incorporated into classroom integrated studies units
e Use of google apps for education (GAFE) in all classrooms
e In-class programs supporting cyber safety and use of technology

e Use of technology to support assessment of student learning needs across the school
e  State of the art virtual environment including ICT support on site.

Additional Programs

At St Francis de Sales we run many additional programs. Some of these programs include:

Sacramental Programs Swimming lessons — Grades 1/2

Reading Recovery Camp — Grades 5/6

Applied Digital Technology, S.T.E.M and S.T.E.A.M Eco Group

Creative Arts Mini-Vinnies Social Justice Team

Visual Arts Opportunities for Student Leadership
Music Optional ABC Instrumental Music Lessons

(LOTE) ltalian
Sport/Physical Education
Interschool Sport Program
Incursions and Excursions
School Choir

Optional Kelly Sports After School Hours Program
OSHClub Before and After School Hours Care
Sports Carnival Days

Cross Country running
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Our Leadership Team

Principal John Rudd

Deputy Principal | Learning Leader Filomena Falls
Religious Education Kathleen Morrison
Student Well-Being | Literacy Leader Stephanie Stedman
Literacy Leader 3-6 Belynda Horne
Learning Diversity Leader Catherine Joyce
Junior Mathematics Leader Anna La Terra
Senior Mathematics Leader Elizabeth Rutherford
Learning Technology Leader Matthew McConville

Our Specialist Teachers

Intervention | Reading Recovery Moira McMahon
Physical Education Deborah Boyle
Applied Digital Technology Lauren Nisi
Creative Arts Brianna Reaney
(LOTE) Italian Pierina Schiavello
Library Giulia Zammit

On site Student Counsellor

To support our student’s mental health and emotional well-being on an ongoing basis, SFdS has a School counsellor,
Ms Supriya Khanijou (Priya).

Our School Counsellor meets with a small number of students to help them build on their strengths and address any
struggles they might face at school or at home. Priya also liaises with teachers and parents to support the emotional
needs and resilience of students.
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Communication - SkoolBag App

The primary means of communication is through our SkoolBag App. The SkoolBag App is used to successfully
communicate to parents and families within the school of all important news, events, newsletters, notes, e-forms and
other important information about your child's education. It is recommended that all families have access to the SkoolBag
App.

Installation can be found at https://moqgproducts.com.au/skoolbag/installation-instructions

Important Enrolment Dates to note

Attached to this Handbook is a list of all Important Enrolment Dates to note.

Our School Tours and Enrolment Information Sessions are a great opportunity for you and your child, to see our school
and students in their daily school routine along with our facilities.

2019 School Fees

Family fees $1,720.00

Curriculum levy $ 495.00

Building levy $ 185.00

Payment Payment can be made either by cash, cheque, EFT or directly deposited into SFdS Bank
Account.

Payment by Instalments Payment can be made in Instalments either by:
. 3 equal payments at the end of March, May and July; or
. 6 equal instalments by the last day of each month beginning in March until finalised

by 31 July.

Special Arrangements Special arrangements for paying your child/children’s School Fees can be considered for

payment.

School Uniform

The wearing of school uniform is compulsory. It is neat, attractive and long wearing. It gives a child a sense of belonging
and helps in developing a school tradition. Our SFdS branded School bag is optional.

We encourage all children to take pride in their school by consistently wearing the correct school uniform. If a child is
unable to wear a complete school uniform for any reason, a note is required.

The school’s official supplier of uniforms is Noone’s Uniform Suppliers. SFdS Uniforms are only available for purchase
directly from Noone's.
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Before and After School Care

OSHCIub provides a high quality Before and After School Care program at St Francis de Sales.

OSHCIub prides itself on providing children with a fun experience that they will enjoy. From exciting activities and
healthy, nutritious snacks to caring, motivated staff, the program meets all your children’s needs. Activities included
art/craft, games, sports, drama, board games and fun with friends.

Operating Times

Before School Care: 7:00am to 8:30am
After School Care: 3:30pm to 6:00pm (Except on Monday when School Finishes at 3:15pm)

For more information and fees payable, please visit www.oshclub.com.au

Anaphylaxis and Allergy Policy

St Francis de Sales Primary School’s priority is the safety and well-being of all our students. Many of you will know
someone who is affected by anaphylaxis, a life threatening allergic reaction.

St Francis de Sales has a number of students who live with the risk of anaphylaxis to foods. Whilst these children are
being taught to care for themselves at an age appropriate level, we ask that you help us educate your child on the
importance of not sharing food with others, washing hands after eating and calling out to an adult if they think their friend
with allergies is sick.

With increased awareness and understanding of anaphylaxis, you will be able to help protect those around you.
The school also asks that all parents carefully consider the foods they place in their child’s lunch box each day.

Minimising foods such as Peanuts, Tree Nuts and Sesame can greatly reduce the chance that ANY student in our school
is exposed to foods that they are allergic to.

Our school does its best to be an allergy aware school. Staff have had training in severe allergy management and we
have implemented many strategies to help keep students at risk of anaphylaxis as safe as we can.

St Francis de Sales Catholic Primary School
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Contact details

Should you have any questions regarding our Prep Enrolment Process, please feel free to contact:

Principal John Rudd
jrudd@sfoakpark.catholic.edu.au

Deputy Principal Filomena Falls
ffalls@sfoakpark.catholic.edu.au

Student Wellbeing Literacy Leader Stephanie Stedman
sstedman@sfoakpark.catholic.edu.au

School Office Administration 9306 9444  Office Manager - Connie Lapworth
Administration - Lisa Hunter

admin@sfoakpark.catholic.edu.au

clapworth@sfoakpark.catholic.edu.au

lisa@sfoakpark.catholic.edu.au
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